
 PROTECTIVE ORDER PROCESS 
When the Respondent has NOT been Served with the IPO 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

House of Ruth Maryland 
Domestic Violence Legal Clinic 
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Petitioner (P) Applies for Interim Protective Order 
(IPO) or Interim Peace Order (IPE) at Commissioner’s 
Office. (Protective Order will be used to mean 
protective or peace order)

P appears at Temporary Protective Order (TPO). P 
must refile petition for TPO 

P does not appear at TPO. Case dismissed. 
(The statute permits the court to continue the 
TPO hearing upon good cause.) 

TPO granted. R must be 
personally served 

TPO 
denied

R served R not 
served 

FPO granted  FPO 
denied 

FPO goes 
forward 

Final Protective Order (FPO) 
goes forward 7 days later TPO extended for up to 30 days 

FPO 
granted 

FPO 
denied 

R 
served 

R not 
served 

Case 
dismissed 

IPO 
granted 

IPO 
denied 

R is not served with IPO.  
Personal service is required.


