Three Good Reasons for a Lawyer to Visit the People’s Law Library (PLL)
PLL is the Maryland Judiciary’s primary method of providing legal information and referral assistance to self-represented litigants.
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The Maryland People’s Law Library (PLL) website
(www.peoples-law.org) is a collection of hundreds of
individual articles about the types of civil legal issues
most frequently encountered by self-represented
litigants in Maryland state courts. PLL articles address
specific questions about scotes of substantive legal
topics like domestic violence, child support, consumer
credit, residential leases, wills and estates, and

guardianship.

PLL also provides plain-language explanations of court
procedure (like filing a case, motions, discovery, and
default judgments); as well as alternative dispute
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resolution; topical legal research guides; legal forms; a
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So what good is the site to a lawyer? I'll suggest three
ways a lawyer could make use of this public resource.

1. Jump-start your own research with a free,
curated collection of legal summaries,

citations, and links

While every citizen is “presumed to know the
law,” most of us still have questions from
time to time. For a practicing attorney
seeking a quick entry point into a less familiar
area of law, time is money, and so are



Westlaw searches. PLL won’t answer all of
your questions, but it provides a well-
organized, searchable entry point that can
frame a topic and lead you to useful legal
citations and reliable online resources.

PLL articles include plain-language summaries
of Maryland law, as well links to relevant
primary law and government web sites. Many
also include citations to suggested secondary
sources.

You can navigate the site topically or search
by keyword across the entire site’s content.
Articles range from broad topics (like “Child
Custody in Maryland”), to specific issues (like
what happens when a “House Guest or
Squatter Refuses to Leave”). Some articles,
written in response to specific questions, even
address unique topics like local rules for
raising urban chickens.

Even if you don’t find an article already
written on your specific question, you may
benefit from one of a dozen topical research
guides on the site (for example, “Researching
Debt and Credit Law”). You can even use the
site to connect with a Maryland State Law
Library reference librarian by email or online
chat.

Prepare clients for what lies ahead

In significant ways, the role of a lawyer
mirrors that of a translator. The lawyer helps
the client to present a point of view to the
court or another party, “translating” the
client’s reality into the language of legal
procedure and persuasion. At the same time,
the lawyer helps the client to navigate and
make sense of what may be unfamiliar rules
and procedures.

But some of the work of translating the rules
and procedures into accessible language has
been done for you. PLL strives to explain the
law and its procedures in understandable
language, without sacrificing accuracy.
Consider printing or emailing a link to a PLL
article for your client. The explanations
contained in the article provide valuable
background information and can help your
clients to see the bigger picture and to
develop realistic expectations for their
situation.

Obviously, your clients benefit when you do
the heavy lifting of representation, providing
guidance and expertise, and speaking on their
behalf. But you and your client can both

realize cost savings by making use of free,
reliable legal information to streamline the
process of explaining basic legal concepts and
creating realistic expectations.

3. Contribute for the public good

PLL is the Maryland Judiciary’s primary
method of providing legal information and
referral assistance to self-represented litigants.
Coordinated by the Maryland State Law
Library, PLL seeks to educate Marylanders by
providing clear, reliable summaries of
Maryland law, links to primary and secondary
legal sources and referrals for legal services.

Want to use your legal writing and research
skills to make a difference and to meet your
pro bono goals? Want to do all that from the
comfort of your home or office? PLL has a
long history of partnering with Maryland
attorneys like you to provide this valuable free
legal information for everyone’s benefit.

Because of the frequency with which the law
changes, keeping PLL articles up to date is a
significant undertaking. But when an
experienced attorney volunteers to teview just
one article, that brief period of reportable pro
bono activity goes a long way! Many of the
articles on the site generate hundreds or
thousands of page views each month.

If you look on the site for a quick answer to a
basic question, and don’t find one, consider
writing up your research into an appropriate
article, and submitting it for possible inclusion
on the site. It’s a great way to maximize the
value of the work you’ve done, and to give
back at the same time.

Even if you find yourself conflicted out of
other pro bono activities due to government
employment or client considerations, PLL
offers a conflict-free way to serve the public
good. With your permission, you’ll also be
publically recognized on the site for your
work.

To learn more about PLL, including pro bono
opportunities and procedures, visit
www.peoples-law.org, or contact Dave Pantzer, the
web content coordinator, at
Dave.Pantzer@mdcourts.gov, or at 410-260-3708.

Encourage your firm, bar association, or
pro bono committee to partner with us by
“adopting” a page or section on PLL.




